
Sermon Study Guide – January 14th, 2018: 
Today’s Focus – “FaceTime with God… in God’s Word” 

1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 Today we’ll hear about how God spoke directly to Samuel… 
does that sound like how you find “FaceTime” with God? 

 Why doesn’t God speak directly to us any more?  Does that 
make us are less face-to-face with our God?  

2) Today’s Message: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 
The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the 
word of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions. 2 One night Eli, 
whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying 
down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God 
was. 4 Then the Lord called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I 
am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” But Eli 
said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 
6 Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli 
and said, “Here I am; you called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; 
go back and lie down.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The 
word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 8 A third time 
the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 
“Here I am; you called me.” Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling 
the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, 
‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay 
down in his place. 10 The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the 
other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your serv-
ant is listening.” 

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 

 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. What was Samuel’s world like?  How closely did most people listen 
to God’s Word? 

2. How did Samuel’s world differ from ours in terms of how God 
brought people His Word? 

3. Yet, how is our reception of God’s Word really no different from 
Samuel’s reception of the Word? 

4. If we follow Samuel’s example, what doesn’t “Speak Lord,” mean?...  
What does it mean? (This can be answered throughout the sermon’s second half.) 

5. What makes God’s Word in the Bible different from any other 
writing, religious or secular? 

6. How will God give us specific answers, even for things His Word 

doesn’t specifically seem to address? 

4) Taking it Home: 

Consider the following as you go about your week: 

 Think about specific decisions you’ve faced, where there are no easy answers. 
Through what principles in His Word does God give you answers?  Are there 
times where there is no wrong answer?  When would that be so? 

 In what other ways do people try to hear God speaking to them?  How do 
these methods fail to bring people face to face with God?  How is our method 
(simply listening to the Word), a better way of finding FaceTime with God? 

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday: review Jn. 1:43-51, 2 Thess. 2:13-17 Thursday:   1 Samuel 1  
Tuesday:  Amos 8 Friday:  1 Samuel 2 

Wednesday:  2 Peter 1 Saturday:  1 Samuel 3 


