
Sermon Study Guide – July 8th, 2018: 

Today’s Focus – “Embracing Weakness” 
1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 How do we typically view weaknesses?  Would a person ever 
want to “embrace” a weakness?  Why or why not? 

 As we wrap-up our series, “Jars of Clay”, what weakness do we 
find in our spiritual lives?  How might embracing weaknesses 
help us see the treasure God has for us? 

2) Today’s Message: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
7 To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassing-
ly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a mes-
senger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the 
Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is suf-
ficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” There-
fore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I 
delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 

How does today’s sermon show you how God wants you to live your 
life?  (i.e. What good works does this motivate us to do?) 

 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. What strengths could Paul have embraced?  What’s he instead do? 

2. What does God show that it reveals when we don’t embrace our 
weakness?  Why? 

3. Why does God instead want us to embrace weakness?  How does 

that connect us to Christ? 

4. What are we saying with “embrace weakness”?  What aren’t we? 

 

 

 

 

4) Taking it Home: 
Consider the following as you go about your week: 

 Sometimes perspective can make all the difference.  Think of your weaknesses 
as a human being.  What good can be found there?  Like Paul, how can you 
“delight in” these weaknesses? 

 Sometimes we might embrace the wrong kinds of weaknesses, making our-
selves victims when we are not.  Can you think of any examples from your 
life?  How can you be sure a weakness is good to embrace? 

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday: review 1 Kg. 19:9-18, Mt. 16:21-27  Thursday:   2 Cor. 10-11:15 

Tuesday:   Hebrews 12:1-12  Friday:   2 Cor. 11:16-12:6 

Wednesday:   Psalm 102  Saturday: review 2 Cor. 12:7-10 


