
Sermon Study Guide – June 3rd, 2018: 

Today’s Focus – “Jars of Clay” 
1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 Today, God will describe us as “jars of clay.” What comes to 
mind with that expression?  Is it a positive or negative thing? 

 Jars are meant to hold things. How might that change your un-
derstanding of what it means to be a “jar of clay”? 

2) Today’s Message: 2 Corinthians 4:5-12 
5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and 
ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, 
“Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts 
to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Christ.  7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are 
hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not de-
stroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, 
so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we 
who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, 
so that his life may be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death 
is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. What kind of pastors did the Corinthians have?  What kind of pas-
tor did Paul say they needed?  Why does God want such pastors? 

2. How might you focus more on “clay” than the “treasure” with… 

 your pastors. 

 your life. 

3. Why does God hold our lives and faith in such fragile vessels? 

4. How is the treasure of Jesus unlike any other? 

5.   What does this treasure mean for… 

 what you should look for in a church/pastor? 

 how you go about living your faith/life? 

 

4) Taking it Home: 
Consider the following as you go about your week: 

 Today we were introduced to the idea of (spiritual) clay and treasure in our 
lives.  We’ll talk a lot more about that in the coming weeks of our series!     
This week, consider where you see such things in your own life.  Make note of 
them, and see if/how they come up again.   

 Are there ways a church can/should emphasize matters of “clay”?  When 
might it be appropriate?  Still, what must the purpose of such vessels be? 

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday: review Isaiah 52:13-53:6  Thursday:  1 Corinthians 3 

Tuesday:  2 Corinthians 10  Friday:  2 Corinthians 3-4:4 

Wednesday:  review 2 Cor. 11:1-15  Saturday: review 2 Cor. 4:5-12 

 


