
Sermon Study Guide – July 1st, 2018: 

Today’s Focus – “The Grace of Giving” 
1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 What is grace?  How does God define grace in the Bible?     
Does it only relate to our salvation?   

 As we talk about offerings (giving), how might it connect to 
grace?  As we continue our series (“jars of clay”), how might it 
encourage us to give more? 

2) Today’s Message: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God 
has given the Macedonian churches. 2 Out of the most severe trial, 
their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich 
generosity. 3 For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, 
and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, 4 they urgently 
pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the 
saints. 5 And they did not do as we expected, but they gave them-
selves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will.  
6 So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring 
also to completion this act of grace on your part. 7 But just as you 
excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete 
earnestness and in your love for us—see that you also excel in this 
grace of giving.  8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the 
sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of oth-
ers.  
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his 
poverty might become rich.  

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. Describe the Corinthian’s struggles with giving.  Where did these 
struggles come from? 

2. Describe the grace God gives to us, according to the text. 

3. What motivated the Macedonian congregation give so generously?  

What can we learn from it? 

4. Finally, why does God tell us to give?  What does it accomplish 
for… 

 ...ourselves? 

 ...others?  

 

4) Taking it Home: 
Consider the following as you go about your week: 

 While God encourages us to give offerings, what if the church spends those 
offerings on something we disagree with?  Is it wrong to speak out against it?  
Is that a scriptural reason to withhold offerings from the church?  What mind-
set should we have with this topic? 

 What do you spend money or time on that is essential?  What isn’t?  Where 
can you spend more money or time on giving in the way God wants? 

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday: review 1 Kg. 17:7-16,  Lk. 16:1-15  Thursday:   Acts 5:1-11 

Tuesday:   Malachi 3:6-12  Friday:   Mark 12:1-17,41-44 

Wednesday:   Luke 19:1-10  Saturday: review 2 Cor. 8:1-9 


