
Sermon Study Guide – May 13th, 2018: 
Today’s Focus – “Shortcomings Rolled Away” 

1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 To what roles has God called you? Do you feel capable for such 
roles?  How do you overcome your shortcomings? 

 Today we are celebrating Christ’s ascension (his return to heav-
en after resurrection).  How can that help us with shortcomings? 

2) Today’s Message: John 15:9-17 
7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 
8 This is why it says: “When he ascended on high, he took many cap-
tives and gave gifts to his people.”  9 (What does “he ascended” mean 
except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions? 10 He who 
descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in 
order to fill the whole universe.) 11 So Christ himself gave the apos-
tles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip 
his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built 
up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son 
of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the full-
ness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and 
forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching 
and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful schem-
ing. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in 
every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, 
Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part 
does its work. 

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 

 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. What are some reasons the Bible gives for Christ’s ascension?  
Which reason are we focusing on today?   

2. Describe Christ’s gift of grace, according to the first four verses of 
our sermon text. 

3. How does our sermon text pictre the struggles our faith endures 
(including in our God-given tasks)?  Why is this an apt illustration? 

4. What do verses 7-8 teach us about how God treats us for our fail-

ures to do what he asks? 

5. Are you able to live the life God wants you to?  Why or why not?  
(And how does Christ’s ascension tie into this, or his resurrection?) 

 

 

 

4) Taking it Home: 
Consider the following as you go about your week: 

 There are many other reasons for Christ’s ascension that we didn’t talk about. 
Think about those reasons (see Question 1 above) and ask yourself, why is it a 
good thing Christ ascended?  What wouldn’t be happening without it? 

 Today we focused on our God-given callings.  How can you help other people 
with their God-given callings?  Especially with Mother’s Day in mind, how can 
you can you help your wife/mother best to do what God has called her to do? 

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday: review Deut. 33:26-29, Lk. 24:44-53 Thursday:  review Eph. 4:9-17 

Tuesday:  John 14:15-31  Friday: Ephesians 4:18-5:20 

Wednesday: Ephesians 1:15-2:10  Saturday: Ephesians 5:21-6:20 


