
Sermon Study Guide – September 2nd, 2018: 

Today’s Focus – “My Christian Life: Family” 
1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 What perception of Christian families does our world have?  
What do they consider to be good about our families?  Bad? 

 In our sermon, we’ll focus on the role of parents. How does God 
want them to interact with their kids?  What kind of behavior 
does he consider to be good?  Bad? 

2) Today’s Message: Ephesians 6:1-4 

Children obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor 
your father and mother”—which is the first commandment with a 
promise— 3 “so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy 
long life on the earth.” 4 Parents, do not exasperate your chil-
dren; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the 
Lord. 

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 

 
How does today’s sermon show you how God wants you to live your 
life?  (i.e. What good works does this motivate us to do?) 

 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. What two things does God intend parents to show their children 
as a part of his plan to bless families? 

2. How might we struggle to show either one of these two things to 
our children? 

3. How does God model perfect parenting by finding the right bal-
ance of love and truth with us as his children? 

4. How does God’s version of parenting go against our world’s idea 
of family? 

5. How do today’s readings reinforce what we hear in this text? 

 
4) Taking it Home: 
Consider the following as you go about your week: 

 What do we do as parents that we might think of as love, but it’s really not the 
love of Christ?  Even if we have the best intentions, do we deliver these inten-
tions in the most Christ-like way?  On the other hand, when might true love 
not look like love? 

 While we didn’t focus on it, what does today’s text have to say to children?  
How does it apply to us who are children, but who have grown up and who 
still have parents?  Are there better ways you can be the child God asks? 

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday: review Ps. 127; Mt. 18:1-10,19:13-15 Thursday:   1 Timothy 5:1-21 

Tuesday:  Deuteronomy 6  Friday:  Luke 15:11-32 

Wednesday:  Proverbs 22:1-16  Saturday:  review Ephesians 6:1-4 


