
Sermon Study Guide – February 25th, 2018: 
Today’s Focus – “Road to Redemption: Speed Bumps” 

1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 What “speed bumps” do you encounter in your life? How often 
do they feel more like mountains or solid walls? 

 How do you deal with these speed bumps? Do you try to go 
over them?  Around them?  Avoid them?  Is it effective? 

2) Today’s Message: Genesis 28:10-17 
10 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he reached a cer-
tain place, he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of 
the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. 12 He had 
a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth, with its top 
reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descend-
ing on it. 13 There above it stood the Lord, and he said: “I am the Lord, 
the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and 
your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants 
will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and 
to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you and your offspring. 15 I am with you and will watch 
over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” 16 When Jacob 
awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I 
was not aware of it.” 17 He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this 
place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heav-
en.” 

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 

 

 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. What speed bump did Jacob encounter?  How did he react to it? 

2. What reactions do many people have to life’s speed bumps?        
Are they the right reactions? 

3. What is God’s reaction to our speed bumps? Does he necessarily 
want us to avoid them? 

4. How does God treat Jacob after he had wandered from his path? 
Why? 

5. Jacob’s dream shows how God wants us to adopt a “long-
approach.”  How can the following help? 

 changing our perspective 

 listening to God's promises 

4) Taking it Home: 
Consider the following as you go about your week: 

 Today, we didn’t so much focus on the why of the “speed bumps” that God 
allows in our lives. So, as you read your daily Bible readings, or as you think of 
other Bible passages… why does God allow this?  What benefit can it be? 

 Would Jacob have had less “speed bumps” if he just left matters in God’s 
hands?  While God promises some speed bumps in our lives, are there things 
we can do to minimize them?...  Can you think of biblical examples that     
support either a positive or negative response to these questions? 

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday:  Matthew 16:21-28 Thursday:  Genesis 25:19-34 
Tuesday:  James 1:2-18 Friday:  Genesis 27 
Wednesday:  1 Peter 2:11-3:22 Saturday:  Genesis 28:10-17 

 


