
Sermon Study Guide – December 3rd, 2017: 
Today’s Focus – “Preparing The Way for the Lord” 

1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 Do you like having company during the holidays? What must 
you do to prepare for company? 

 Advent is about Christ’s coming at Christmas. How do we pre-
pare for his company? What’s this preparation look like? 

2) Today’s Message: Isaiah 40:1-5 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  2 Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniqui-
ty is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord's hand double 
for all her sins. 3 A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way 
of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 
made low; the rough ground shall become level, and the rugged 
places a plain. 5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all 
people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 

How does today’s sermon show you how God wants you to live 
your life?  (i.e. What good works does this motivate us to do?) 

 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. Did Isaiah’s audience seem prepared for the coming of their Lord? 
Why or why not? 

2. Yet, according to what God say, how could they still be “his people” 
and prepared for his coming? 

3. What is faulty about any preparation we may try to make for the 
Lord?  

4. “Comfort, comfort, my people, says your God.” How do these words an-
swer the question of how we should prepare for Christmas? 

5. What does all this mean for us during the holidays, whether or not 
we feel good? 

 

  

4) Taking it Home: 

Consider the following as you go about your week: 

 Does your sin truly make you sorrowful?  If not, why is that?  Do you need to 
take your sin more seriously?  Along with that, how much does that affect 
your perspective of Christ’s coming into this world? 

 Today we focused on how God does what we don’t expect by coming to 
those who are broken.  In what unique ways do you see this in your life?      
Are your expectations preventing you from receiving his comfort? 

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday: review Mark 1:1-9,  Acts 2:32-40 Thursday:  Exodus 33:17-34:14 
Tuesday:  Matthew 3 Friday:  Isaiah 22 

Wednesday:  Malachi 3 Saturday:  review Is. 40:1-5 


