
Sermon Study Guide – December 10th, 2017: 
Today’s Focus – “Do You Have Christmas Spirit?” 

1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 What is Christmas Spirit?  What do different people expect it to 
look like?  Where do you find Christmas Spirit? 

 How does God provide us with Christmas Spirit?  How does his 
version of it differ from other versions? 

2) Today’s Message: Isaiah 61:1-3,10-11 

The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives 
and release from darkness for the prisoners,  2 to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to com-
fort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who grieve in Zion— to 
bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy 
instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of 
despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of 
the Lord for the display of his splendor…   
10 I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. For he 
has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe 
of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the soil 
makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so 
the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness and praise spring up 
before all nations. 

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. What does our sermon text promise that goes beyond what we think 
of as Christmas Spirit? 

2. How is this seemingly impossible promise made possible?           
(you can answer either from our second reading or sermon text!)  

3. What was the “Year of Jubilee”?  How is it an appropriate picture 
for the happiness we’re seeking?  

4. Why can we still call this “Christmas Spirit” – even though it’s a 
fuller, more complete spirit that lasts year-round? 

5. Why don’t we always feel this Christmas Spirit, even if Christ has 
freed us from all bad things in our lives? 

6. What common sense advice can we follow to get the most of this 
Christmas Spirit, right here and now? 

 

  

4) Taking it Home: 

Consider the following as you go about your week: 

 Look at each of the exhortations in our 2nd reading (1 Thessalonians 5:16-24). 
How can you apply each one, individually, in your life?  How can each con-
nected you to Christ and, therefore, make you happier? 

 This text speaks about how the Spirit was on Christ.  Christ has also given us 
his Spirit.  Think of what you know about the Holy Spirit and His work: How 
can He help us have true Christmas Spirit?  How do you see Him at work in 
the things which we today saw bring such spirit?  

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday: review Lk 4:14-22,  1 Thess. 5:16-24 Thursday:  Malachi 4 

Tuesday:  Leviticus 25 Friday:  Isaiah 60, 61:4-9 

Wednesday:  Philippians 4:1-20 Saturday:  review Is. 61:1-3,10-11 


