
Sermon Study Guide – September 9th, 2018: 

Today’s Focus – “Works, Not (Just) Words” 
1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 What do you believe is the role of words (or “beliefs”) in your 
faith?  What is the role of works?   

 Is one of these two more important?  What is the relationship 
between these two?  Might we be tempted to overemphasize 
one, or underemphasize the other? 

2) Today’s Message: James 1:17-18,21-27 
17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father 
of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He 
chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of 
firstfruits of all he created… 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the 
evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which 
can save you.  
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it 
says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like 
someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, 
goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever 
looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues in it—
not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in 
what they do.   
26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight 
rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worth-
less. 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: 
to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world. 

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. Write down any “takeaways” from the sermon text, from… 

 verses 18-19,21 

 verses 22-25 

 verses26-27 

2. How might words of faith become an empty idolatry? 

3. How do we actually need works, and not just words, to be saved? 

4. In what way(s) do our words still matter? 

5. Why do we want to have works, even if our works don’t save us? 

4) Taking it Home: 
Consider the following as you go about your week: 

 As you read Friday’s text below, as well as verses 18-19 that we omitted from 
our sermon (for the sake of time!), what do those verses add to today’s mes-
sage?  How do they help you better to understand this section?   

 Some Christians believe that, in order to be converted in the first place, we 
must decide for ourselves whether to believe or not (a version of “works, not (just) 
words”).  We do not.  What from James 1 shows why that is not possible?  

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday: review Acts 5:1-11, Matt. 12:30-37  Thursday:  Romans 6   

Tuesday:  Mark 7:1-23  Friday:  James 1:1-16 

Wednesday:  Psalm 110-111  Saturday:  review James 1:17-27 

 


