
Sermon Study Guide – September 23rd, 2018: 
Today’s Focus – “Wisdom Works” 

1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 When you think of wisdom... What does it look like?  Who has 
it?  Who is your life do you consider to be “wise”? 

 As we continue our sermon series, “Words Work”, why is it im-
portant that we find “work” (or action) also in wisdom?  How 
does this resemble God’s version of wisdom? 

2) Today’s Message: James 3:13-18 
13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by 
their good life, by deeds done in the humility that comes from wis-
dom. 14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” 
does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual, demon-
ic.16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find 
disorder and every evil practice. 17 But the wisdom that comes from 
heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submis-
sive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sin-
cere.18 Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteous-
ness. 

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 

How does today’s sermon show you how God wants you to live 
your life?  (i.e. What good works does this motivate us to do?) 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. How did James’s first audience look to use their “wisdom”?     
What does God say about such “wisdom”? 

2. How’s the devil try to convince us to follow his brand of wisdom 
instead of God’s?  How did he attempt this with Jesus himself? 

3. How did Jesus’ “words” (aka, his knowledge) differ from ours?  
How does that make the “works” he did in our place unbelievable? 

4. What two “ingredients” must we have to be wise in God’s eyes?  
How does it work against wisdom if we lack either one of these”? 

 Ingredient #1:  

 
 Ingredient #2: 

 

 

4) Taking it Home: 
Consider these non-biblical quotations on wisdom. They sound good, but may or may 
not be good. Compare and contrast them with today’s focus and the readings below: 

 “Science is organized knowledge. Wisdom is organized life.” (Immanuel Kant) 

 “The door to wisdom is knowing yourself.” (Anonymous)  

 “Seek the wisdom of the ages, but look at the world through the eyes of a child.” (Ron Wild) 

 “Wisdom is the daughter of experience.” (Anonymous) 

 “Knowledge speaks, but wisdom listens.” (Jimi Hendrix) 

 “Knowledge is knowing what to say. Wisdom is knowing when to say it.” (Anonymous) 

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday: review Nu 12:1-15, Mk 9:30-37  Thursday:  Proverbs 22:17-23:35 

Tuesday:  Proverbs 1  Friday:  Proverbs 24 

 Wednesday:  Proverbs 8  Saturday:  review James 3:13-18 

https://awakenthegreatnesswithin.com/knowledge/

