
Sermon Study Guide – May 6th, 2018: 
Today’s Focus – “Hatred Rolled Away” 

1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 Where do you see hatred in your life?  Is it only outside of you, 
or is it also inside?  Where do you go to “roll away” either? 

 How do human beings define hatred?  Is there anyone or any-
thing that God hates?  How do you reconcile it with his love? 

2) Today’s Message: John 15:9-17 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in 
my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his 
love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that 
your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other 
as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 
what I command.  
15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything 
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did 
not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might 
go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask 
in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love 
each other. 

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 

 

 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. Most simply, God defines love as being __________________. 
Provide examples from Scripture that support this definition. 

2. When do we show God’s version of love?  When don’t we?  
What’s this tell us about whether we ourselves are guilty of hatred? 

3. Describe the relationship between Jesus and hatred.  How does he 
help us with our sins of hate? 

4. If we struggle to show this love, how does it help us better to ap-

preciate and understand God’s love? 

5. How can this love help resolve hatred, not only for ourselves but 
also for others? 

 

 

 

4) Taking it Home: 
Consider the following as you go about your week: 

 Re-read our gospel from last week (John 15:1-8).  How does this better help 
you understand our sermon text?  Indeed, why is it essential to our under-
standing of love in our sermon text? As you read Friday-Saturday’s readings, 
also consider what they add to a true understanding of love and hatred. 

 Politics aside, is there something we can take from the “love conquers hate” 
or anti-”hate speech” movements?  What’s good in these mindsets?  How 
does Jesus fulfill these good ideals in a way better than anything else?  

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday: review Acts 11:19-26, 1 Jn. 4:1-11 Thursday:  review John 15:9-17 

Tuesday:  Romans 12:9-21; 13:8-10 Friday: John 15:18-16:12 

Wednesday: Matthew 5:1-12, 43-48 Saturday: John 16:13-33 


