
Sermon Study Guide – December 31st, 2017: 
Today’s Focus – What’s Your Christmas Resolution? 

1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 What’s your new year’s resolution?  Does Christmas play any 
role on this resolution? 

 How much are you still thinking about Christmas today?  How 
quickly does Christmas pass us by? 

2) Today’s Message: Luke 2:25-38 
Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the 
Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the 
child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon 
took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29 “Sovereign Lord, as 
you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 30 For 
my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight 
of all nations: 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of 
your people Israel.” 33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what 
was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his 
mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in 
Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against,35 so that the thoughts 
of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.” 36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven 
years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-
four. She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and 
praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to 
God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the re-
demption of Jerusalem.  

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. How’d that first Christmas pass by the people of our sermon text? 

2. How’s Christmas pass us by, even when we “hear” this message?  

3. Who didn’t overlook that first Christmas in our sermon text?  
What made the difference for them? 

4. How can we be sure that the “salvation song” of Christmas 
doesn’t pass us by?  How can we always hear it? 

5. How do Simeon and Anna model a proper Christmas Resolution? 

 

  

4) Taking it Home: 

Consider the following as you go about your week: 
 Good resolutions often require careful planning and deliberate execution. 

What does that look like for a resolution that’s founded on the truths of 
Christmas?  How can you truly keep the amazement of Christ in your life? 

 What do Simeon and Anna’s examples do to answer any questions we have 
about the purposes God has for us in our lives?  Why we’re still here on this 
earth?   

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 
Monday: review Is. 45:20-25, Col. 3:12-17 Thursday:  Philippians 3:1-14 

Tuesday:  Ecclesiastes 5 Friday:  Ex. 13:1-16, Lev. 12 

Wednesday:  John 3:1-21 Saturday:  review Luke 2:25-38 

 


