
Sermon Study Guide – October 22nd, 2017: 
Today’s Focus – Identity: Sola Fide 

1) Thoughts to get you started... 

 Sola Fide = “By Faith Alone” 

 Faith is an important part of a lot of people’s lives.  Why?  In 
what kinds of things do people place their faith? 

 What role should faith play in our identity as Christians?  Where 
should we place our faith?  Where do we? 

2) Today’s Message: Romans 3:21-26 

But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been 
made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22 This 
righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who be-
lieve. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and all are justi-
fied freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ 
Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through 
the shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to 
demonstrate his righteousness, because in his forbearance he had 
left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to 
demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to be just 
and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

3) What does God want you to know today? 

Throughout the sermon, consider… 

How does today’s sermon show you your sin? (i.e. What’s the law?)  

How does today’s sermon show your Savior? (i.e. What’s the gospel?) 

Law: Gospel: 

 

 

 
How does today’s sermon show you how God wants you to live 
your life?  (i.e. What good works does this motivate us to do?) 



Feel free to answer the following questions to help you follow the sermon… 

1. What does biblical faith always include, and therefore, what did 
Martin Luther mean by Sola Fide (faith alone)? 

2.   How did the church of Luther’s day deny faith alone? 

3. How do people today (including ourselves!) deny faith alone? 

4. What identity are we left with if our identity is not based on faith 

alone? 

5. According to the Bible…                                                                
(Luther’s illustrations of a purse, or children may help with these questions.) 

 What should be included in our definition of faith?   

 What shouldn’t be included in our definition of faith?     

 

4) Taking it Home: 

Consider the following Luther quotes as you go about your week: 

 “Faith does seem to be an easy matter; but it really is a difficult art.  Temptation and expe-
rience certainly teach that, on the contrary, we must say that clinging to God’s Word so that 
the heart is not afraid of sins and death but trusts and believes God, is a far more bitter and 
difficult task than observing all the rules of the Carthusian and monastic orders.”  

 “When a man has real faith, he does not love sin, nor does he want to remain in sin.  He 
rather avoids sin and says: if my sins are forgiven, I must not stay in them.  A sick person 
who recovers and has been cured must not delight in the sickness or do what would harm his 
health.” 

 “We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is never alone.”  

Read these sections of the Bible to reinforce this week’s truths: 

Monday: review Ge. 15:1-6, Mk. 10:13-16  Thursday:  Romans 3:27-4:25 

Tuesday:  John 3:1-21     Friday:  Romans 5 

Wednesday:  Psalm 22     Saturday:  review Ro. 3:21-26 


